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Statement on Congressional Action
on Trade Promotion Authority
Legislation
July 27, 2002

For nearly 10 years, America has lacked
trade promotion authority and the ability to
fully take advantage of trade opportunities.
I commend the House and Senate conferees
for their leadership in reaching a landmark
agreement on TPA, which will open markets,
expand opportunity, and create jobs for
American workers and farmers. The House
has shown a commitment to getting some-
thing done on behalf of the American people,
and I urge the Senate to vote on this good
bill before the Senate goes home for the Au-
gust recess.

Remarks at West Ashley High School
in Charleston, South Carolina
July 29, 2002

Thank you all very much. It’s great to be
back in Charleston. I want to thank you for
taking time out of your day to come by and
say hello. It’s good to be back to the place
where my mother graduated from high
school. She must have learned there that if
you ever get to be a mother, make sure you
tell your oldest son what to do all the time.
[Laughter] I’m still listening.

I am so honored that Tommy traveled
down with me. You know, Tommy and I were
fellow Governors. I knew he had a good
record as the Governor of Wisconsin in help-
ing move people from welfare to work. So
that when I—one, I asked Tommy to join
us as the Cabinet Secretary for the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, be-
cause I know—I know his passion for helping
people in need, and I know his philosophy.
And so I want to thank Tommy for agreeing
to leave the life he had there in Wisconsin
and moving to Washington, DC, and serving
our Nation with such class and such distinc-
tion. I appreciate you, Mr. Secretary.

I want to thank some of the members of
the mighty South Carolina congressional del-
egation who have joined us here today, Con-
gressmen Brown, Wilson, Graham, and
DeMint, who represent your State with such

class. And I appreciate you all coming. And
it’s good to see that my friend the Lieutenant
Governor, Bob Peeler, is here with us as well.
Thank you, Bob, appreciate you coming.

And I want to give a special thanks to Bob
Olson, the principal of this high school. I
know it’s not easy to host a Presidential visit.
The entourages are quite large. But you all
have done a fabulous job. It’s such an honor
to be here in this high school. I want to thank
you for—Bob, you and the teachers, all the
folks who work here—for being involved in
education. There’s nothing more important
to make sure that every single child in Amer-
ica gets a quality education.

I just had what they call a roundtable dis-
cussion about some of the programs that are
taking place here in South Carolina, pro-
grams all aimed at helping people help them-
selves. I don’t have time to go through all
the stories, but there are some remarkable
people that joined us today, those who have
worked hard to get off welfare to succeed
and those kind, compassionate souls who are
helping them. And I want to thank the par-
ticipants for coming today. I really appreciate
our discussions.

I also met Steve Riggs, who is a volunteer
here in South Carolina. He came out to Air
Force One. Steve’s job is to—as a volunteer
is to work with the South Carolina military
department, which reenacts moments of
American history. Steve believes it’s impor-
tant to teach history—live history, or history
that—through people wearing uniforms, so
they can see history come to life. He believes
it’s important to teach our youngsters values
that they can hold dear for the rest of their
life. Steve decided to do this on his own. It
didn’t require any Government edict or any
proclamation. He’s a volunteer to make
South Carolina the best State it can be. And
I’m honored you’re with us today, Steve.
Thank you for coming.

The reason I like to talk about people like
Steve—and many of the people I met this
morning share the same concept that one
person can do something to help change
America, and each of us have got to be a
person helping to change America. If you
want to fight evil, if you want to join the war
on terror, do some good in your society. If
you want to send a message to the evil ones
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